
 

 

 

PCA May Membership Meeting Recap  

PCA of Greater Chicago  The Plumbing Council 
Since 1882, Providing Responsive Advocacy and Support 

 
603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers Grove IL 60515-3774 

Office: 312-563-9526  Fax: 630-960-5487  www.pcaofchicago.com 
 

Executive Director: S.J. Peters – sj@pcaofchicago.com; Mobile: 630-280-9307 
Member Services Coordinator: Adriana Wells - adriana@pcaofchicago.com; 312-563-9526, Ext. 1 

Pca 2024 - 2025 planner 

    

October 7-10         National PHCC Convention                Full Days 

(Mon-Thurs)         Birmingham, AL 

 

October 16         PCA Board Meeting                        3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

(Wednesday)         PCA Membership Meeting                            6:00 p.m. -  9:00 p.m. 

           Location: Pinstripes, Oak Brook, IL  

 

October 24         Illinois Backflow Symposium 

           Test Gauge Inc. & ERTC                      7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.              

(Thursday)         Bloomington, IL 

 

October          PCA 4- hr State Approved CE Class              TBD  

(TBD)    

 

November 10-13        International Foundation of                                 Full Days             

(Sun-Wed)         Employee Benefit Plans 

                                       San Diego, CA 

 

Fall and Winter 2024     IL PHCC CE Classes        See page 8 for dates/times                                 

  Spring 2025                   www.ilphcc.com  

 

March 21, 2025        IL PHCC Expo & Education Day       Full Day     

   (Friday)         Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace, IL                          

 
 
 
 

PCA MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Our well-attended May 8, 2024 membership meeting at Harry Caray’s 
in Lombard, IL offered a productive and enjoyable evening of             
networking, information, and education.  
 
After an opening reception and welcoming 
remarks by PCA President Kelly  
Castrogiovanni (TPC), our spokesperson/
lead negotiator for 2024 bargaining with 
Local 130, Michael Kerrigan (FJ Kerrigan 
Plumbing Co.), provided a brief report/
update on reaching the settlement for the 
next union contract. This was followed by              
announcements on PCA and upcoming   
industry events, and then the reading aloud 

of a communique from the Illinois Dept. of Public Health’s Plumbing & Water Quality Manager 
Brian W. Cox from the Division of Environmental Health regarding possible delays in the issuance 
of Illinois plumbing and apprentice licenses. Next, a letter sent to all Local 130 signatory           
contractors and our Association’s office on 5/8/24 regarding Local 130’s union  officer election and 
related laws was read aloud as well.  

 
After dinner, attorney Christina Wernick, 
partner with the Laner-Muchin law firm, served as our meeting’s     
keynote speaker with a comprehensive presentation on employer      
responsibilities and the wide range of laws affecting them (at the      
federal, state, county, and municipal levels) that extend beyond        
adherence to a union contract. The Power Point file that Wernick used 
to highlight key points throughout her program can be provided to PCA 
members by request by phoning the Association office at                   
312-563-9526, ext. 2 or by sending an email to sj@pcaofchicago.com  

The well-attended May PCA membership meeting at Harry Caray’s 
included a full program and plenty of networking. 

Attorney Christina Wernick (Laner Muchin) served as 
our keynote speaker. Continued on page 2 

PLUMBERS LOCAL 130 & PCA CBA SETTLEMENT RATIFIED 

Our new four-year Collective Bargaining Agreement between Plumbers’ Local 130 UA and the 
PCA of Greater Chicago became effective June 1, 2024. A total of five negotiations meetings 
spanning from late January to early May resulted in what the PCA deemed to be fair and            
reasonable settlement. The union membership vote that included approval of allocations took place 
at Local 130’s meeting on May 14. This coincided with the PCA Board’s unanimous acceptance 
(and vote) of the terms of the agreement at its May 13 meeting. The economic  changes average 
3.5% annually over the new CBA’s four-year duration (2024 to 2028). The first increase of $3.05 
(3.29%) per hour was implemented June 1. The settlement calls for a  total  increase over all four 
years of $13.70 (14.75%). The wage sheet is available on the PCA’s website: www.pcaofchicago.com and is included in this 
issue of “ At Work” on page 11. 

Our Association’s bargaining team was comprised of lead spokesman Michael Kerrigan (FJ Kerrigan Plumbing Co.); PCA 
President Kelly Castrogiovanni (TPC); Paul Aleck (Aleck Plumbing); David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing-Heating-Sewer-
Electric); John Baethke (Baethke Plumbing); Matt Erickson (CJ Erickson Plumbing Co.); Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing); 
and PCA Executive Director S.J. Peters. The PCA voluntarily negotiated jointly with the WSA as we did in 2017 and 2020. 

 

Pca & Plumbing Council officers & directors 

Kelly Castrogiovanni 
President- 

Terry Plumbing Co. 

Brian Kennedy 
PC Chairman- 

Gehrett Plumbing 

Patrick Sullivan 
Director- 

Taylor Plumbing 

Tom Mascari 
Director- 

Mendel Plumbing,     
Heating & Electric 

Michael Kerrigan 
Director- 

F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing 

John Baethke 
Second Vice President- 

Baethke Plumbing 

Paul Aleck 
Treasurer & PC Vice Chair- 

Aleck Plumbing 

Rick Kuhn 
First Vice President- 
R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling 

David Ariano 
Director- 

Ravinia Plumbing, Sewer 
Heating & Electric 

Troy DeFranco 
Director- 

DeFranco Plumbing 

Moe Giglio 
Director- 

Calumet City Plumbing 

PCA Bargaining Team     
Chairman Mike Kerrigan (FJ 

Kerrigan) provided the        
settlement report at the May 8 
meeting. Pictured  foreground 

is PCA Board member Pat      
Sullivan (Taylor Plumbing). 
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IMSCA Lobby day recap 

2024-2025 Pca - Local 130 wage sheet 

IMSCA Lobby Day  

 
Nearly 30 attendees participated in the 2024 annual IMSCA Lobby Day on April 30 at the Illinois capital to 
meet with lawmakers on legislative issues impacting signatory construction contractors throughout the state. Representing the 
PCA were Association President Kelly Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing); First VP Rick Kuhn (RJ Kuhn); Treasurer Paul  
Aleck (Aleck Plumbing); PCA Member and IMSCA Officer (Secretary) Tammy Rich-Stimson (GA Rich & Sons); PCA   
Executive Director (and current IMSCA President) S.J. Peters, as well as CISCO Executive Director Dan Allen and        
Communications/Public Affairs Director Jennifer Rice (pictured below, right). 

 
 

 
 
 
The agenda at the Springfield event included the membership business meeting; guest speaker Tim Patrick – Construction 
Administrator of the Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB); an overview of key legislation by IMSCA Executive       
Director Ryan Roth; and instructions and specific information about the three main issues that the members would focus on 
during their visits with state lawmakers presented by Legislative Consultants Daniel and Neil Flynn. A discussion on recent 
efforts to enact a natural gas ban in Chicago and throughout the state also took place. IMSCA members then embarked on 
their meetings with state senators and representatives. The event concluded with a joint reception co-hosted by ICIC and   
IMSCA. For additional information on IMSCA (the PCA is one of 30 active and supportive member organizations of the  
Illinois Mechanical & Specialty Contractors Association), visit www.imsca.org.  
 
 
 
 

PCA MAY 2024 MEMBERSHIP MEETING (continued) 

CPA Bill Gladstone with 
Troy DeFranco 

Pat Sullivan; David Ariano; John Baethke; 
Tom Mahoney; and Terry McCarthy 

Mike Kerrigan (left); Christina    
Wernick (center); and Mike Dore 

(right) 

Tom Mascari and Becca 
Mendel with Kelly  

Castrogiovanni 

Wes Covert; Brad Grove; S.J. 
Peters and Francesca Giderof 

Bob Abbott; 
Brian Kennedy; 

Terry McCarthy; 
Delores Abbott 

Brian Hehapl and 
Phil Trainor 

Troy DeFranco and 
Lori Abbott 

S.J. Peters; Brian Kennedy; Brad Bruce; Pat 
Sullivan; David Ariano; and Mike Kerrigan 

IMSCA Executive Director 
Ryan Roth 

S.J. Peters; Paul Aleck; Tammy Rich-Stimson; Dan Allen; 
Jennifer Rice; Rick Kuhn ; and Kelly Castrogiovanni.  

Dan Flynn (Neil Flynn & 
Associates) 

http://www.imsca.org


 

 

 

PCA June Tour Downers Grove Sanitary District  
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Il phcc expo & education  day recap 

IL PHCC Expo & Education Day Recap 
 
Over 1,400 attendees experienced the PHCC Illinois State Chapter’s annual “Expo & Education Day” 
at Drury Lane/Oakbrook Terrace on March 22, 2024. In addition to the hundreds who completed the  
4-hour state-approved CE class, visitors also toured the second-to-none trade show, networked with professionals from all 
areas of the plumbing and HVAC industries, enjoyed the reception and dinner, and made the most of a full day of learning 
and interaction. Congratulations and thank you (again) to IL PHCC Executive Director Bev Potts, Associate Director 
Shelly Lott, the state chapter Board, and all the volunteers for their hard work and dedication.  

PCA Tour Recap: Downers Grove Sanitary District 
 
Two dozen attendees comprised of PCA contractors and associate members took part in our            
Association’s annual industry tour, held this year on June 13 at the Downers Grove Sanitary District. 
This 55-acre facility which processes wastewater from numerous surrounding municipalities was the 
site of the PCA’s nearly two-hour guided walking excursion, led by Marc Majewski – a 20+ year   
employee (Operations Supervisor) along with Operator Nick Whitefleet. The detailed informational 
tour concluded with a casual lunch combined with a closing Q&A session that also included a       
business-oriented presentation geared toward the plumbing and piping contracting industry by our 
lunch sponsors – Nick Nasti and Kenny Keil of Federated Insurance.  
 
The PCA gratefully acknowledges the officials and staff from the 
DGSD for providing the tour. A slide show from this event was    
featured in the PCA’s weekly “Workflow” e-news bulletin. 

 
For further information about the DGSD, visit https://www.dgsd.org/. Federated             
Insurance can be contacted by reaching Account Executive Hunter  Kennedy at            
hkennedy@fedins.com; at the Client Center at  888-333-4949; or 334-434-0644 (Mobile).  
 
The PCA presents a tour of interest to our industry professionals each year, and another is 
already being planned for 2025. If you have tour location suggestions, please contact   
Member Services Coordinator Adriana Wells at adrina@pcaofchicago.com  

Pictured on right: Our tour guides: Nick 
Whitefleet (left) and Marc Majewski. 

Below: Kenny Keil (left) and Nick Nasti 
(right) from Federated Insurance. 

https://www.dgsd.org/
mailto:hkennedy@fedins.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
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Words to Live By: Work Safely  

by Kelly Castrogiovanni 

No trade or occupation is without risk of harm. Many in our society think that workplace   

dangers most profoundly impact high-profile careers such as policing or firefighting. Yet, like 

all forms of construction and skilled service work, those of us earning a living in the      

plumbing/piping industry are uniquely aware of the share of injuries or even fatalities our own 

employees may potentially experience due to the nature of the work we do.  

 

As owners and managers, our duty is to consistently educate, update and remind our labor 
force about safe work practices. We stress the crucial need for our employees to pay careful 
attention. No one wants to see a co-worker suffer any injury, especially those that could have 
been prevented. Cognitive function and focus must be sharp. This is a main reason we        
instituted and have diligently maintained our drug testing program with Local 130. Their work   
exposes our technicians to a wide range of industry-specific hazards: confined spaces;    
trenching; heights; torches; chemicals; machinery; power tools; ladders; heavy equipment and 
products; natural gas; water; waste; electricity; high temperatures; weather extremes;          
vehicular issues; and the list goes on. More recently, the impact of crime has also taken a more 

prominent place on this list. Working safely is not just an option; it is a necessity. 
 

A Tragic and Sad Reminder 

While the topic of safe work habits and practices should always take priority, recent events bring special attention to our 

safety practices. A tragedy due to a scaffolding incident in Chicago resulted in a Local 130 Tech Engineer’s death and     

severe injuries to his co-worker. As we offer our condolences and best wishes to the families, this is a time to further raise 

awareness and concern about protecting the well-being of our employees. Those left behind are left to grieve and “what if” 

questions are asked in the aftermath of this type of occurrence. Events like this prove there can never be too much safety. As 

an industry, we must look out for each other. There are no substitutions for proper instruction, enforced safety policies,        

appropriate equipment, and qualified supervision. It is ingrained in our Joint Apprenticeship Training (JAC) program, which 

leads with OSHA training at the start and then persistently emphasizes safe work habits throughout the five years it takes to 

reach journeyman status. Without exception, whether it is the JAC, Local 130, the PCA or our own companies: we must ask 

if we are doing all we can to keep our employees safe – and the answer must consistently be “yes.”  

 

Help Us Help You 

The PCA has maintained a record of promoting workplace safety and offering practical and well-planned resources to our 

contractor members. Our Association’s exclusive Health & Safety Manual (updated in 2024 and authored by the PCA’s  

official and long-serving safety advisor Roger Paveza of Vista Safety Consultants) is available for downloading and to     

personalize for your company at no cost. It is as simple as logging on to the website at www.pcaofchicago.com, and        

registration is quick and easy for our affiliated contractors. The manual is accompanied on the PCA website by the library of 

current and historic “Toolbox Talks” and hazards guides – provided and approved by Paveza as well. Our weekly e-news 

bulletin (PCA Workflow) frequently features his safety articles and tips. CE classes and presentations by Paveza at our  

membership meetings are relevant and timely. We also have utilized and publicized learning programs through the         

Construction Safety Council (CSC; Hillside, IL). Within just the past two years, we have presented OSHA-grant sponsored 

classes through the CSC for license renewal credit on trenching & excavation and on infectious diseases in construction.  

 

The PCA has also established an ongoing connection on behalf of our members with One Way Safety (LaGrange, IL) as a 

component of our “Premium Contractor Advantages” assortment of extra benefits and savings. Special pricing, expert     

advice, and superior service with respect to safety products and services plus a special website portal set up just for PCA 

members means that One Way Safety is a vendor partner geared for your company’s worker protection protocols beyond the 

norm.  

 

 

 

Illinois PHCC Installation & Annual Meeting Recap 
 
The PCA warmly salutes the incoming officers and board on             
beginning their one-year leadership term on behalf of the Illinois 
PHCC. The installation event on June 6, 2024 in East Peoria     
ushered in new Chapter President Terry McCarthy (TPC);     
Director/Vice President, Kevin Kuhn (RJ Kuhn Plumbing,   
Heating & Cooling); Director/Treasurer for another term, John 
Baethke (Baethke Plumbing); new Secretary Tom Mahoney 
(Little Tommy’s Plumbing Shop); and new Board Director      
Anthony Brown (Werner-Nugent). President Emeritus Mike Ehret (Ehret Inc.) will continue his loyal service on the Board. 
We also recognize with sincere appreciation the hard work, experience, skill and dedication of Illinois PHCC Executive 
Director Bev Potts and Associate Director Shelly Lott. 
 
PCA President and TPC owner/CEO Kelly Castrogiovanni administered the oath to McCarthy, at his request, while PHCC 
Zone Director Adam Meny (SR Meny Inc. - Haubstadt, IN representing: Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan) conducted the 
swearing in of all other Board members during the annual meeting. “Tonight, I have the honor and privilege of introducing 
and installing your incoming president,” Castrogiovanni said with McCarthy by her side at the podium during the          
ceremony. “The Illinois PHCC is fortunate to have an individual such at Terry McCarthy who is dedicated to the           
advancement of our industry and to the association.” 
    
The celebratory dinner that followed the annual meeting also featured the annual auction benefiting the State Chapter’s 
Auxiliary, as well as an enjoyable evening among industry peers and friends. The respective Chapter and Auxiliary Boards 
met the next morning, setting plans and goals for the term ahead. As a proud and active local chapter, the PCA of Greater 
Chicago pledges its ongoing support and extends its best wishes to the     
Illinois PHCC. 

PHCC President Terry McCarthy (TPC) 

PCA President’s message  

Continued on page 5 

Pictured above: Terry McCarthy and Kelly Castrogiovanni, TPC. 

http://www.pcaofchicago.com


 

 

 

It is also pertinent to mention that the recent spike in crime affecting contractors in Northern Illinois at both their shops and 

in the field has led to the PCA’s efforts to offer guidance for preventative measures and to lessen the likelihood of harm 

coming to our employees. Our “Crime Safety Summit” at Riverside Township led by Police & Fire Chief Matt Buckley last 

fall was followed by a program on the same subject at this year’s March membership meeting. Furthermore, a recent     

podcast, hosted by John Mesenbrink, featuring John Baethke (Baethke Plumbing), Buckley and I, provided expanded     

advice on dealing with this serious and growing phenomenon. Our aims are to reduce our losses and avert catastrophic   

outcomes. See page 7 for the link and QR code to listen to the audio program. 

 

Lastly, our Association recognizes the strong connection between a safe work environment with maintaining positive   

mental health, addressing substance abuse, and offering employee assistance programs. It has been shown repeatedly that 

distracted or troubled staff members pose a greater threat to themselves, their co-workers, and your company if problems 

are ignored and allowed to fester. The PCA therefore engages Employee Resource Systems (ERS) at the Association’s  

expense and on our members’ behalf to offer many life balance services. Our drug program, administered by Screen Safe, 

utilizes ERS for the ‘next steps’ when non-compliance requires follow up – and that is but a fraction of the beneficial     

resources available to you and your employees though ERS.  

 

Too Important to Ignore 

In closing, I wish to point out that the Illinois Workers’ Memorial sculpture was erected in Springfield, IL in 1992. It was 

paid for by donations from union members, and its inscription reads, “is dedicated to the memory of the thousands of     

Illinois workers killed and injured on the job.” In my opinion, one on-the-job injury or fatality is one too many. I encourage 

you to ensure you are taking advantage of all the resources available, update your policies, procedures and reinforce safety 

awareness every opportunity you get to keep our people safe. 
 

Contact information and details about the PCA’s “Health & Safety Manual” and the services and products available 
through “One Way Safety” appear below. The link for the “Crime Safety” podcast is on page 7; our drug testing program 
through Screen Safe and background check resources are featured on page 9; and an “Employee Resource Systems (ERS) 
overview is on page 11. 

MCAA Convention 2025 
March 2 - 6 
JW Marriott, Austin TX 

The Mechanical Contractors Association of America’s Annual Convention is the highlight of the association’s year. With a 
reputation as the industry’s premier educational event, the MCAA Convention offers something for all members. Attendees 
will experience a first-class trade show featuring the members of MCAA’s Manufacturer/Supplier Council, social functions 
that never cease to amaze and delight, exceptional education seminars, and the chance to network and connect with industry 
peers. For complete information, visit www.mcaaconvention.org. 

PHCC CONNECT 2024   
October 7 -10 
Birmingham AL  
 
 

PHCC CONNECT is a premier national conference of the National Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors Association 
planned for plumbing and HVAC professionals. This year’s destination is Birmingham, Alabama at the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Complex. Experience top-tier education sessions, the latest technological advances at the Product & 
Technology Showcase and face-to-face interactions with fellow business owners throughout the event. Enjoy the southern 
hospitality of Birmingham, AL known as “The Dinner Table of the South” with a kick-off at the Barber Vintage Motorsports 
Museum. For complete information and to register, visit https://www.phccweb.org/events/phccconnect2024. 
                                                                                          

Note: The PCA of Greater Chicago is the sole local plumbing contractors’ industry chapter of both the PHCC and the 
MCAA, and is also affiliated/active/supportive of CISCO (Construction Industry Service Corp., a labor-management        
cooperative covering 6 counties  throughout Chicagoland – www.cisco.org) and IMSCA (Illinois Mechanical & Specialty 
Contractors Association – comprised of 30+ contractors/employers local associations that jointly lobby for and monitor  
legislation affecting the union/signatory construction industry in our state – www.imsca.org). 

 
PCA contractors and staff are also representatives on the Illinois PHCC Chapter Board and the Union Affiliated Contractors 
(UAC) of the National PHCC. See page 13 and 14 of this issue for more IL PHCC coverage. 
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Industry news & events PCA President’s message (continued) 

Pca health & safety manual 

Safety Products offered by our PCA Perks Partner,  

One Way Safety 

The PCA is excited to offer this advantage program for  safety products and resources for our contractor members. One Way 

Safety will  offer expert safety advice and learning opportunities; onsite COVID-19 testing with significant cost savings and 

convenience (and testing kit options at discounted prices); consultations by phone or in person to address specific industry 

related workplace safety concerns; a fully stocked and responsive facility (including showroom); a special PCA-only One 

Way Safety website portal https://www.pcasafetystores.com/ and more. Another example that proves “the better way is 

PCA” – now with One Way Safety!  

To learn more about our exclusive PCA Member “Premium Contractor Advantages” including discounts on company safety 
products, call the PCA office at 312-563-9526 or email at adriana@pcaofchicago.com. For more information on these   
safety products and your PCA discount, call  One Way Safety at 708.579.0229 or visit www.pcasafetystores.com/. 

A member resource available only to PCA-affiliated contractors is our exclusive and copyright protected 
“Health & Safety Manual,” which can be downloaded and quickly customized for your company from the 
Association’s website: www.pcaofchicago.com. 
 
Just recently updated by PCA safety advisor Roger Paveza of Vista Safety Consulting, the revised version is now available 
for our contractor members’ use. Visit the Vista website at www.vistasafetyconsulting.com, and you can also reach Roger at 
roger@vistasafetyconsulting.com or at 847-951-7544. 
 

One way safety 

PCA Website: Re-Register for  
Access for Members Only.  
 
Our re-launched PCA website (www.pcaofchicago.com) means that a number of contractor & associate members 
who were previously registered need to re-register. We’ve previously emailed those who had been registered notifying them 
of the need to re-register (and yes – it is a legitimate request!). The other option is that next time you log on, you will be 
asked to re-register to gain access as a one-time occurrence.  
 
Questions may be directed to PCA Member Services Coordinator Adriana Wells at adriana@pcaofchicago.com or            
312-563-9526, ext. 1.  

Plumbing Industry Golf Association (PIGA) Outing  
August 1 at Harborside 
 

Harborside International Golf Center in Chicago is again the site this year’s annual PIGA 
Golf Outing on Thursday, August 1, 2024. Enjoy golf, lunch, dinner, a raffle, and a chance to 
catch up with industry friends and peers – plus help a worthwhile charity. Space is limited,  
so don’t delay. Register online: https://pigaofchicagoland.com/.  
 
(Note: the PCA participates in the planning committee for PIGA and encourages your involvement. 
This year’s outing chairman Jim Koob of F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co.) 

Jim Koob 
FJ Kerrigan Plumbing Co. 
PIGA Outing Chair - 2024 

https://www.birminghamal.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/
https://www.phccweb.org/events/phccconnect2024
http://www.cisco.org
http://www.imsca.org
https://www.pcasafetystores.com/
https://www.pcasafetystores.com/
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.vistasafetyconsulting.com
mailto:roger@vistasafetyconsulting.com
https://pigaofchicagoland.com/
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Pca recap PCA services 

Help for PCA Contractors -  
ERS: Well-Being. Done Well. 
 
PCA-affiliated contractors can gain free access to in-person or 
virtual counseling services and online resources of Employee 
Resource Systems - ERS/All One, the Employee/Member   
Assistance Program for PCA contractors and Local 130    
members. The PCA sponsors this service for contractors     
covered by the PCA’s union contract. Contractors’ employees 
and family members who do not belong to the union are     
welcome to utilize ERS’ many valuable services and programs. 
Your employees and Local 130 members enjoy numerous ERS 
benefit offerings including online seminars, articles, and     
videos on family life, health, finances, career, living, and    
college life. The program also provides resources for those 
seeking Child care, Older Adult Services, Resources for     
Veterans, and more. ERS/All One is the service provider     
responsible for administering crucial evaluation, counseling, 
and follow-up to our Drug-Free Alliance Program.  
 
 
Visit ERS’ website at www.ers-eap.com or call toll-free: 
800.292.2780.  
 

PCA CE Class: Construction Safety Council & 
Sloan Valve Company! 
4-Hour CSC-PCA CE Class at Sloan’s Franklin 
Park Facility on 
4/23/24  
 
Earning credit toward the 
annual renewal of their 
Illinois or Chicago 
plumbing license were 
PCA member contractors 
and their employees. The 
CE class at Sloan Valve was led by instructor Tom King 
(himself a retired  union electrician and safety director) 
and was offered by the Construction Safety Council (CSC) 
through an OSHA grant and focused on the subject of 
“Trenching &  Excavation.”  
 

The PCA gratefully acknowledges our hosts at Sloan 
Valve, especially Co-President Jim Allen and Director - 
Technical Training Andrew Warnes; CSC President Bob 
Lahey and instructor Tom King; and Brian Mazzocchi 
(Repco Associates – a PCA  associate member company).  

Pca march 2024 membership meeting 

PCA Membership March 13 Meeting: Abundant Information and Attendance Chicago Code Changes; 
Crime Advice for  Contractors; and Industry News & Updates 
 
Code Changes: The PCA’s March 13, 2024, membership dinner meeting 
at Maggiano’s in Oak Brook featured a full room comprised of affiliated 
contractors, associate members and invited guests. A pre-meeting 1-hour 
segment led by Plumbers’ Local 130 Director of Codes & Standards Jim 
Majerowicz on recently enacted code  changes in Chicago kicked off the 
event, with contractors receiving an a wide range of practical             
information interspersed with questions, comments and clarifications. 

Union Negotiations: The meeting also included a briefing by negotiation team  
members David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing, Heating, Sewer & Electric) and Kelly 
Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing Co.) on collective bargaining with Plumbers’ Local 
130 since bargaining was in progress at the time. 

Crime Safety: The main program was        
presented by Matt Buckley, Director of    
Public Safety for the Village of Riverside, 
Illinois, who serves in the dual role of Police 
Chief and Fire Dept. Chief for the              
municipality. Buckley provided practical  

information and advice to contractors on   mitigating, 
preventing and dealing with the aftermath of crime 

related to property, vehicles, equipment and persons. Among the many important tips 
he offered, Chief Buckley emphasized that no individual should ever risk their life for 
property (and to comply when faced with a threat), but to be the best witness possible. 
He also provided context on accountability for criminal activity, which is not consistently 
applied throughout the counties in our area and he urged our members to help instigate 
change by using the power of their vote at the ballot box. Chief Buckley invited contractors to contact him without          
hesitation with questions or further advice at mbuckley@riverside.il.us The PCA intends to continue addressing the issue of 
crime affecting contractors by developing resources, disseminating useful information, seeking legislative action, and      
collaborating with other industry organizations to maximize our efforts. Please contact S.J. Peters at the PCA office with 
suggestions, questions and constructive ideas on this topic at 312-563-9526 or sj@pcaofchicago.com. (note: page 7 includes 
the link to a crime - focused podcast hosted by John Mesenbrink and Tim Ward for “Mechanical Hub”). 

The PCA drew an abundant crowd to the March meeting. 

Local 130 Director of Codes & 
Standards, Jim Majerowicz. 

Riverside Director of Public Safety, 
Matt Buckley. 

Georgi Bragiel and Claudia Byczek  
 

Becca Mendel, Tom Mascari 
and Steve Walsh 

Chief Matt Buckley (center) with 
Mike and Moe Giglio.  

Luis Diaz, Connie & John Doyle, 
Kelly & Luke Castrogiovanni  

Chief Buckley, John Baethke and 
John Mesenbrink. 

Sara and Manny Serrato (GMS)  Paul Aleck, Rob Johnson and 
 David Ariano 

Pat Sullivan, Anthony 
Brown, Pete Aleck and  

Bob Normoyle 

Credit Checks:  Merritt History 
Public Records Search 

 

The PCA’s Associate member, Merritt 
Credit offers our signatory contractors two free Merritt Credit 
searches and a discounted rate of only $10 for each additional 
request. Merritt Credit searches can identify customer/client 
problems in advance such as: 
 
 Civil and Law Division suits and judgments 
 Chancery Mechanics Lien foreclosure suits 
 Memorandums of Judgment 
 Federal and State Tax Liens filed locally 
 Federal Tax Liens filed with the SOS IL UCC  
       Division 
 Mechanics Liens and Releases 
 Lis Pendens bank-to-developer mortgage  
       foreclosures 
 Lis Pendens mechanics lien foreclosures 
 Bankruptcies relating to business in all Divisions 
 
 
To obtain a Merritt Credit order form, call the PCA office at 
312-563-9526 or email Adriana at  
adriana@pcaofchicago.com  

http://www.ers-eap.com/
mailto:mbuckley@riverside.il.us
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com


 

 

 

All “Succession Planning Seminar” Sessions Available for Viewing on PCA Website 

The six sessions that comprised the fall 2023 full-day seminar on “Succession Planning” 
geared toward signatory contractors in the Chicagoland construction industry are all  
posted for viewing on the PCA’s website (www.pcaofchicago.com), conveniently       
arranged (and edited) as separate segments.  

The in-person seminar on 11/16/23 was jointly presented in Willowbrook, IL by the PCA 
of Greater Chicago; MCA of Chicago; ECA Chicago; Northeastern IL NECA Chapter; Eastern IL NECA Chapter; Northern 
IL Fire Sprinkler Board; and SMACNA Greater Chicago. 

The individual sessions focus on the following topics related to succession planning: Accounting (by WIPFLI - Paul Lally & 
Dave Friedman); Insurance (by Federated Insurance – Kenny Keil); Legal (Chitkowski Law Office – Jason Loebach); and 
Family Dynamics ( Alera Group – John Fisher). Two moderated panel session videos are also featured: the first is made up 
of 9 local contractors from MEP trades, and the second includes all the expert speakers from the 4 key sessions.  

To access the seminar videos and view the program agenda (including session descriptions and speaker     
biographies and  credentials) on the PCA website, our members must log in. Registering on the PCA website 
is quick and easy, so please visit www.pcaofchicago.com and follow the instructions to receive log in        
credentials (which will be approved soon after). You may also access all the videos with this QR code. 

Attendees rated the content and speakers as being highly helpful, interesting, informative and useful.            
Our contractor members are encouraged to take advantage of yet another exclusive PCA resource! 
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Podcast: Professional Law Enforcement Advice on Crime Against Contractors 

The periodic Mechanical Hub podcast known as “Appetite for Construction” hosted by John 
Mesenbrink and Tim Ward has devoted an episode released in May of 2024 to addressing crime 
risks facing plumbing contractors in Chicagoland and throughout Illinois. The 36-minute audio 
program features an in-depth discussion on the rising, alarming and often brazen instances of  
vehicle and equipment theft and damage, jobsite robberies, shop break-ins, and other serious 
crimes increasingly targeting contractors and their employees in the city and (more and more) in 

          the suburbs.  

Two Chicagoland signatory plumbing company owners (and PCA Officers), John Baethke of Baethke 
Plumbing and Kelly Castrogiovanni of Terry Plumbing Co., are joined by Matt Buckley, Director of Public 
Safety for the Village of Riverside, Illinois (who serves simultaneously as both Police Chief and Fire Dept. 
Chief), and S.J. Peters - PCA Executive Director, to talk about the spate of theft occurrences and what can be 
done to deal with and mitigate it.  

Use this link https://www.buzzsprout.com/1203956/14978160 or this QR code to access and listen to the podcast on this 
interesting, informative and relevant topic. 

Pca’s digital media 

PCA upcoming events 

Mark your calendar! 

PCA Fall Membership Meeting 

Wednesday– October 16, 2024 at Pinstripes in Oak Brook, IL 
 

 

The PCA is rolling out an excitingly ‘different’ event for our annual fall meeting this year! Join us on Wednesday,           

October 16 for an evening of fun and festivities at Pinstripes in Oak Brook, IL. Following our abbreviated membership/

business meeting and dinner, attendees will be treated to bowling or Bachi (or both) along with time to relax over cocktails 

or coffee, and catch up with your fellow contractors, associate members and invited guests. Details to come, but for now, 

pin the date on your calendar and plan to join us at the PCA’s and Plumbing Council’s fall annual meeting! 

CONTRACTOR REFERRALS 

PCA Contractors: Get Referred by Your Association 
 

The PCA office continually receives phone call inquiries (and visits to our website) from consumers and 
businesses in search of quality plumbing contractors. For decades, the PCA (and Plumbing Council) has 
directed thousands of customers to our members. We’ve never stopped being contacted for referrals. 
Today, the PCA enthusiastically offers all our affiliated contractors and the general public a recently 
revised dynamic and user-friendly website referral component at no cost to easily find your company 
for home repairs, job bids, and specialized plumbing services. Using detailed surveys sent out to our 
PCA contractors on an annual basis and combined with added interactive features and functionality, we have maintained 
and expanded the most powerful and comprehensive plumbing referral data bases of its kind.  
Contact the PCA office at 312-563-9526 or by email to adriana@pcaofchicago.com to update your listing or to request to 
be added for referrals to the database. 

PCA Member Survey:  
Help Us Help You with PCA Consumer Referrals & Keeping Your Info Current 
 
The PCA included our contractor member survey with a mailing in early 2024. The survey can also be accessed by visiting 
our website (www.pcaofchicago.com/resources.html) and it features a complimentary “Find a Plumbing Contractor” 
section, so including accurate and up-to-date information on your company is crucial – plus, the Association staff strives to 
keep all details about what you offer to consumers and B2B clients correct and current.  
 
Please fill out the new survey and send it to the PCA either by mail (to Adriana, PCA: 603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers 
Grove IL 60515); by email to: adriana@pcaofchicago.com; or by fax to 630-960-5487. You may also phone the 
Association office at 312-563-9526, ext. 1. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation! Help us, help you! 

Protect our Plumbing Industry Cei class connection 

If you see a vehicle or 
advertisement that mentions 
plumbing but does not 
display the required 
plumbing license number, 
send us a photo from your 
phone or computer to 
sj@pcaofchicago.com.  

You may also submit the information by fax to 630-960-5487 
or call the PCA office at 312-563-9526. The PCA will 
promptly and politely notify the “offender” and IDPH 
officials (and we will not reveal who reported it).  

Whether it’s an oversight, an error or a “handyman” 
deceptively posing as a legitimate contractor authorized to 
perform work in our trade, plumbing for paying customers 
that is performed in the absence of a valid and current license 
and contractor registration is unlawful and it puts  consumers 
at risk.  

Help the PCA help you protect public health and prevent 
unqualified and illicit “posers” from illegally performing 
plumbing work. 

Toolbox talks 

PCA Toolbox Safety Talks 
The PCA website contains our “Tool Box Talks” developed 
and provided by Vista Safety Consulting exclusively for PCA
-affiliated contractors who register to use our association’s 
website: www.pcaofchicago.com. The library of “Tool Box 
Talks” can also be accessed via the following link:  
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?
usp=sharing.  
 
 
 
 
 

Plumbing Contractor “Posers”  

MCA - Construction Education Institute (CEI):  
 
The PCA has a longstanding relationship with  the 
Mechanical Contractors Association of Chicago to make CEI 
courses and seminars available to our contractors at no cost to 
you. Registration fees for CEI classes taken by PCA 
contractors and staff are paid on your behalf by the PCA’s 
Industry Fund. Please select the PCA contractor option during 
registration. Courses are posted on the CEI website: 
www.mca.org/education. 
 
 

http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1203956/14978160
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
http://www.mca.org/education


 

 

 
8 

The PCA of Greater Chicago reminds our members that employers must provide all employees with Illinois compliant 
sexual harassment prevention training annually. Training must be completed each year by, December 31. Through your 
PCA membership, you can access Employee Resource Systems’ (ERS) online training, which concludes with the issuance 
of a certificate.  

Visit the ERS website at: www.mylifeexpert.com for the no-cost training. Use the code: pcaeap to create or log into your 
profile. 
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Drug free alliance 

 

PCA & Local 130 Drug Free Alliance Information 
 
The PCA/Local 130 CBA requires random/mandatory drug testing for all rank & file UA members 
and the nonbargained staff of PCA signatory employers who elected to “opt-in” to the program. Contractors who have not 
“opted-in” are not required to include their “non-bargained” employees (contractors, managers, administrative & sales staff, 
etc.) in the Drug Testing Participant Pool. All rank & file UA Local 130 members continue to test.  
 
Please note: When eligible employees are notified to take the drug test, most collection locations now require a 
barcode.  Employees can contact ScreenSafe to set one up or using their email address; employees may now register online to 
save time. Once registered, they will receive a bar code through email or text that they will show at the collection site to 
minimize paperwork and speed up the process. (Also: all Union Wellness Centers are test collection sites for Local 130 
members – see below.) If you have further questions or concerns, contact ScreenSafe, Inc. at 877-727-3369 or email 
info@screensafeinc.com.  
 
Register online at www.escreengo.com with the scheduling code 752SSI. To download a copy of the Plumber’s Local 130    
Drug-Free Policy booklet, visit the PCA website at www.pcaofchicago.com. 

Sexual harassment training 

piccal 

PCA Resource 
Plumbing Industry Calendar  
www.piccal.org  

The PCA online calendar is known as the “piccal.” It 
follows the premise that Planning is Crucial but also stands 
for: “Plumbing Industry Calendar.”  
 
The Association launched it as a practical and convenient 
tool for PCA members, and we invite you to use the 
calendar to keep track of industry meetings and events.  

Background checks 

Il phcc ceu classes 

2024-2025 ILLINOIS CEU SCHEDULE 
 
Below is the current schedule of continuing education classes for Illinois and Chicago licensed 
plumbers.  Please visit the www.ilphcc.com often for the latest information and to register for a 
class. Registration links will be live at least 6 weeks prior to the class date. All Illinois PHCC classes 
also provide State hours for Certified Plumbing Inspectors.  
All class fees are per person. 
 
Saturday, September 28, 2024 - 8:00 am – 12:00 pm - (Online) $60.00  
Friday, October 18, 2024 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm - (Online) $60.00 
Friday, November 15, 2024 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm - (Online) $60.00  
Friday, January 17, 2025 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm- (Online) $60.00 
Saturday, February 22, 2025 - 8:00 am - 12:00 pm - (Online) $60.00 
March 21, 2025 (Friday) - 9:00 am-1:00 pm - (LIVE Class) $35.00 
Friday, April 25, 2025 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm- (Online) $60.00  

Pca Code Book 

35th annual Illinois backflow symposium 

Test Gauge Inc. & ERTC Present  
35th Illinois Backflow Symposium  

Thursday October 24th, 2024 

Doubletree Hotel and Conference Center in Bloomington, IL 

6.0 State Continuing Education Hours Awarded 

Tickets: $130 

Register at www.siue.edu/ertc 

Ph: 618-650-2030 - Walk Ins Welcome 
*Pre-registration required to guarantee meal* Schedule of Events: 

7:30am 

7:30am 

8:30am 

9:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

10:15am 

10:30am 

12:00pm 

1:15pm 

2:00pm 

3:00pm 

Registration and Continental Breakfast Courtesy of Test Gauge Inc.  

Vendor Area Opens – Brickyard #4 

IEPA; Chris Johnston – Impacts of PFAS in Drinking Water  

IRWA; Dave McMillan – EPA Revisions to LCR 

Bob Schafer – Special Considerations for Backflow Installations   

Break – Vendor Area Open  

Illinois PHCC; Bev Potts – Illinois Plumbing Contractor Update  

IDPH & ILAG - ADA Compliant Restrooms and Drinking Fountains  

Catered Southern BBQ Lunch – Vendor Area Open 

Kyle Rehkemper; Mack McClain – Backflow & Fire Systems  

Rick Marvel; Test Gauge – Managing Pressure Fluctuations  

ERTC Training Update & Adjournment 

Union Wellness Centers are also Screen Safe Drug Testing Collection Sites 

The Union Wellness Centers (UWC) launched by the Plumbers’ Local 130 Welfare Fund now featuring 8 locations (with 
more being developed in cooperation with other union trades in the PCA’s jurisdiction) are a practical and convenient      
option for your Local 130  member employees to go to for collections, and it is cost efficient for our “Drug Free Alliance” 
program because they do not charge a collection fee. For more information call Screen Safe at 815-676-2200 (fax: 815-676-
2210), or visit: www.screensafeinc.com. A list of current UWC locations is below: 

Bellwood: 2400 Madison Street, Suite 102A, IL - 60104; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 7; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Channahon: 25407 S Bell Rd, Suite A, IL - 60410; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 6; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Crestwood: 4736 Cal Sag Rd., Suite A, IL - 60418; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 5; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Crystal Lake: 360 Station Dr., Suite 260A & 260B, IL - 60014; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 3; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Lemont: 15900 W. 127th Street, IL - 60439; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 1; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri; 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Merrillville: 616 W 81st Avenue, IN; Suite A - 46410; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 8; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Rosemont: 6300 N. River Rd., Suite 100A 100B, IL - 60018; Phone: 312-421-1016,  Ext. 4; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Warrenville: 28600 Bella Vista Pkwy., Suite 2010A & B, IL - Phone:  312-421-1016, Ext. 2; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

PCA Code Book: Research & Updating is Continual  

The exclusive PCA codebook, covering over 300             
municipalities in Northern Illinois and available only to 
PCA-affiliated contractors is another member benefit.     
Inspectors and village officials have been sent and continue 
returning their surveys/code change forms covering    
plumbing, mechanical and electric. Our       
codebook can be accessed on our Association’s 
website at www.pcaofchicago.com by           
registered/authorized PCA member contractors. 

Background Check Savings with Verity 

The reputation of PCA of Greater Chicago contractors is a key strategy to compete with our 
open shop rivals. The work we provide to customers is judged (as it should be) by quality, skill, 

on-time performance, safety and value. To win the work, we rely on a well-trained workforce. Our union contract does not 
prohibit background checks on potential and current employees. As an extra value of belonging to the PCA, Verity   
Screening Solutions can  provide our affiliated contractors with discounted prices for statewide Illinois criminal searches, 
Illinois motor vehicle record searches, and Social Security traces with past address history. For background check pricing 
or more information, contact the PCA office at 312.563.9526 or search for Verity Screening disclosure and release forms 
on our website at www.pcaofchicago.com/pca under the resources tab.   

mailto:info@screensafeinc.com
http://www.escreengo.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.piccal.org
tel:815-676-2200
tel:815-676-2210
http://www.screensafeinc.com/
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
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The PCA of Greater Chicago reminds our members that employers must provide all employees with Illinois compliant 
sexual harassment prevention training annually. Training must be completed each year by, December 31. Through your 
PCA membership, you can access Employee Resource Systems’ (ERS) online training, which concludes with the issuance 
of a certificate.  

Visit the ERS website at: www.mylifeexpert.com for the no-cost training. Use the code: pcaeap to create or log into your 
profile. 
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Drug free alliance 

 

PCA & Local 130 Drug Free Alliance Information 
 
The PCA/Local 130 CBA requires random/mandatory drug testing for all rank & file UA members 
and the nonbargained staff of PCA signatory employers who elected to “opt-in” to the program. Contractors who have not 
“opted-in” are not required to include their “non-bargained” employees (contractors, managers, administrative & sales staff, 
etc.) in the Drug Testing Participant Pool. All rank & file UA Local 130 members continue to test.  
 
Please note: When eligible employees are notified to take the drug test, most collection locations now require a 
barcode.  Employees can contact ScreenSafe to set one up or using their email address; employees may now register online to 
save time. Once registered, they will receive a bar code through email or text that they will show at the collection site to 
minimize paperwork and speed up the process. (Also: all Union Wellness Centers are test collection sites for Local 130 
members – see below.) If you have further questions or concerns, contact ScreenSafe, Inc. at 877-727-3369 or email 
info@screensafeinc.com.  
 
Register online at www.escreengo.com with the scheduling code 752SSI. To download a copy of the Plumber’s Local 130    
Drug-Free Policy booklet, visit the PCA website at www.pcaofchicago.com. 

Sexual harassment training 

piccal 

PCA Resource 
Plumbing Industry Calendar  
www.piccal.org  

The PCA online calendar is known as the “piccal.” It 
follows the premise that Planning is Crucial but also stands 
for: “Plumbing Industry Calendar.”  
 
The Association launched it as a practical and convenient 
tool for PCA members, and we invite you to use the 
calendar to keep track of industry meetings and events.  

Background checks 

Il phcc ceu classes 

2024-2025 ILLINOIS CEU SCHEDULE 
 
Below is the current schedule of continuing education classes for Illinois and Chicago licensed 
plumbers.  Please visit the www.ilphcc.com often for the latest information and to register for a 
class. Registration links will be live at least 6 weeks prior to the class date. All Illinois PHCC classes 
also provide State hours for Certified Plumbing Inspectors.  
All class fees are per person. 
 
Saturday, September 28, 2024 - 8:00 am – 12:00 pm - (Online) $60.00  
Friday, October 18, 2024 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm - (Online) $60.00 
Friday, November 15, 2024 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm - (Online) $60.00  
Friday, January 17, 2025 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm- (Online) $60.00 
Saturday, February 22, 2025 - 8:00 am - 12:00 pm - (Online) $60.00 
March 21, 2025 (Friday) - 9:00 am-1:00 pm - (LIVE Class) $35.00 
Friday, April 25, 2025 - 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm- (Online) $60.00  

Pca Code Book 

35th annual Illinois backflow symposium 

Test Gauge Inc. & ERTC Present  
35th Illinois Backflow Symposium  

Thursday October 24th, 2024 

Doubletree Hotel and Conference Center in Bloomington, IL 

6.0 State Continuing Education Hours Awarded 

Tickets: $130 

Register at www.siue.edu/ertc 

Ph: 618-650-2030 - Walk Ins Welcome 
*Pre-registration required to guarantee meal* Schedule of Events: 

7:30am 

7:30am 

8:30am 

9:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

10:15am 

10:30am 

12:00pm 

1:15pm 

2:00pm 

3:00pm 

Registration and Continental Breakfast Courtesy of Test Gauge Inc.  

Vendor Area Opens – Brickyard #4 

IEPA; Chris Johnston – Impacts of PFAS in Drinking Water  

IRWA; Dave McMillan – EPA Revisions to LCR 

Bob Schafer – Special Considerations for Backflow Installations   

Break – Vendor Area Open  

Illinois PHCC; Bev Potts – Illinois Plumbing Contractor Update  

IDPH & ILAG - ADA Compliant Restrooms and Drinking Fountains  

Catered Southern BBQ Lunch – Vendor Area Open 

Kyle Rehkemper; Mack McClain – Backflow & Fire Systems  

Rick Marvel; Test Gauge – Managing Pressure Fluctuations  

ERTC Training Update & Adjournment 

Union Wellness Centers are also Screen Safe Drug Testing Collection Sites 

The Union Wellness Centers (UWC) launched by the Plumbers’ Local 130 Welfare Fund now featuring 8 locations (with 
more being developed in cooperation with other union trades in the PCA’s jurisdiction) are a practical and convenient      
option for your Local 130  member employees to go to for collections, and it is cost efficient for our “Drug Free Alliance” 
program because they do not charge a collection fee. For more information call Screen Safe at 815-676-2200 (fax: 815-676-
2210), or visit: www.screensafeinc.com. A list of current UWC locations is below: 

Bellwood: 2400 Madison Street, Suite 102A, IL - 60104; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 7; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Channahon: 25407 S Bell Rd, Suite A, IL - 60410; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 6; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Crestwood: 4736 Cal Sag Rd., Suite A, IL - 60418; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 5; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Crystal Lake: 360 Station Dr., Suite 260A & 260B, IL - 60014; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 3; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Lemont: 15900 W. 127th Street, IL - 60439; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 1; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri; 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Merrillville: 616 W 81st Avenue, IN; Suite A - 46410; Phone: 312-421-1016, Ext. 8; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Rosemont: 6300 N. River Rd., Suite 100A 100B, IL - 60018; Phone: 312-421-1016,  Ext. 4; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

Warrenville: 28600 Bella Vista Pkwy., Suite 2010A & B, IL - Phone:  312-421-1016, Ext. 2; Mon & Wed: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Tues & Thurs: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Fri: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

PCA Code Book: Research & Updating is Continual  

The exclusive PCA codebook, covering over 300             
municipalities in Northern Illinois and available only to 
PCA-affiliated contractors is another member benefit.     
Inspectors and village officials have been sent and continue 
returning their surveys/code change forms covering    
plumbing, mechanical and electric. Our       
codebook can be accessed on our Association’s 
website at www.pcaofchicago.com by           
registered/authorized PCA member contractors. 

Background Check Savings with Verity 

The reputation of PCA of Greater Chicago contractors is a key strategy to compete with our 
open shop rivals. The work we provide to customers is judged (as it should be) by quality, skill, 

on-time performance, safety and value. To win the work, we rely on a well-trained workforce. Our union contract does not 
prohibit background checks on potential and current employees. As an extra value of belonging to the PCA, Verity   
Screening Solutions can  provide our affiliated contractors with discounted prices for statewide Illinois criminal searches, 
Illinois motor vehicle record searches, and Social Security traces with past address history. For background check pricing 
or more information, contact the PCA office at 312.563.9526 or search for Verity Screening disclosure and release forms 
on our website at www.pcaofchicago.com/pca under the resources tab.   

mailto:info@screensafeinc.com
http://www.escreengo.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.piccal.org
tel:815-676-2200
tel:815-676-2210
http://www.screensafeinc.com/
http://www.pcaofchicago.com


All “Succession Planning Seminar” Sessions Available for Viewing on PCA Website 

The six sessions that comprised the fall 2023 full-day seminar on “Succession Planning” 
geared toward signatory contractors in the Chicagoland construction industry are all  
posted for viewing on the PCA’s website (www.pcaofchicago.com), conveniently       
arranged (and edited) as separate segments.  

The in-person seminar on 11/16/23 was jointly presented in Willowbrook, IL by the PCA
of Greater Chicago; MCA of Chicago; ECA Chicago; Northeastern IL NECA Chapter; Eastern IL NECA Chapter; Northern 
IL Fire Sprinkler Board; and SMACNA Greater Chicago. 

The individual sessions focus on the following topics related to succession planning: Accounting (by WIPFLI - Paul Lally & 
Dave Friedman); Insurance (by Federated Insurance – Kenny Keil); Legal (Chitkowski Law Office – Jason Loebach); and
Family Dynamics ( Alera Group – John Fisher). Two moderated panel session videos are also featured: the first is made up 
of 9 local contractors from MEP trades, and the second includes all the expert speakers from the 4 key sessions. 

To access the seminar videos and view the program agenda (including session descriptions and speaker     
biographies and credentials) on the PCA website, our members must log in. Registering on the PCA website
is quick and easy, so please visit www.pcaofchicago.com and follow the instructions to receive log in        
credentials (which will be approved soon after). You may also access all the videos with this QR code. 

Attendees rated the content and speakers as being highly helpful, interesting, informative and useful.            
Our contractor members are encouraged to take advantage of yet another exclusive PCA resource!
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Podcast: Professional Law Enforcement Advice on Crime Against Contractors

The periodic Mechanical Hub podcast known as “Appetite for Construction” hosted by John 
Mesenbrink and Tim Ward has devoted an episode released in May of 2024 to addressing crime 
risks facing plumbing contractors in Chicagoland and throughout Illinois. The 36-minute audio 
program features an in-depth discussion on the rising, alarming and often brazen instances of
vehicle and equipment theft and damage, jobsite robberies, shop break-ins, and other serious 
crimes increasingly targeting contractors and their employees in the city and (more and more) in 
the suburbs.  

Two Chicagoland signatory plumbing company owners (and PCA Officers), John Baethke of Baethke
Plumbing and Kelly Castrogiovanni of Terry Plumbing Co., are joined by Matt Buckley, Director of Public 
Safety for the Village of Riverside, Illinois (who serves simultaneously as both Police Chief and Fire Dept. 
Chief), and S.J. Peters - PCA Executive Director, to talk about the spate of theft occurrences and what can be 
done to deal with and mitigate it. 

Use this link https://www.buzzsprout.com/1203956/14978160 or this QR code to access and listen to the podcast on this 
interesting, informative and relevant topic. 

Pca’s digital media 

PCA upcoming events

Mark your calendar! 

PCA Fall Membership Meeting

Wednesday– October 16, 2024 at Pinstripes in Oak Brook, IL

The PCA is rolling out an excitingly ‘different’ event for our annual fall meeting this year! Join us on Wednesday,

October 16 for an evening of fun and festivities at Pinstripes in Oak Brook, IL. Following our abbreviated membership/

business meeting and dinner, attendees will be treated to bowling or Bachi (or both) along with time to relax over cocktails 

or coffee, and catch up with your fellow contractors, associate members and invited guests. Details to come, but for now,

pin the date on your calendar and plan to join us at the PCA’s and Plumbing Council’s fall annual meeting!

CONTRACTOR REFERRALS

PCA Contractors: Get Referred by Your Association 

The PCA office continually receives phone call inquiries (and visits to our website) from consumers and 
businesses in search of quality plumbing contractors. For decades, the PCA (and Plumbing Council) has 
directed thousands of customers to our members. We’ve never stopped being contacted for referrals. 
Today, the PCA enthusiastically offers all our affiliated contractors and the general public a recently 
revised dynamic and user-friendly website referral component at no cost to easily find your company 
for home repairs, job bids, and specialized plumbing services. Using detailed surveys sent out to our 
PCA contractors on an annual basis and combined with added interactive features and functionality, we have maintained 
and expanded the most powerful and comprehensive plumbing referral data bases of its kind.  
Contact the PCA office at 312-563-9526 or by email to adriana@pcaofchicago.com to update your listing or to request to 
be added for referrals to the database. 

PCA Member Survey:  
Help Us Help You with PCA Consumer Referrals & Keeping Your Info Current 

The PCA included our contractor member survey with a mailing in early 2024. The survey can also be accessed by visiting 
our website (www.pcaofchicago.com/resources.html) and it features a complimentary “Find a Plumbing Contractor” 
section, so including accurate and up-to-date information on your company is crucial – plus, the Association staff strives to 
keep all details about what you offer to consumers and B2B clients correct and current.  

Please fill out the new survey and send it to the PCA either by mail (to Adriana, PCA: 603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers 
Grove IL 60515); by email to: adriana@pcaofchicago.com; or by fax to 630-960-5487. You may also phone the 
Association office at 312-563-9526, ext. 1. Thank you for your assistance and cooperation! Help us, help you! 

Protect our Plumbing Industry Cei class connection

If you see a vehicle or 
advertisement that mentions 
plumbing but does not 
display the required 
plumbing license number, 
send us a photo from your 
phone or computer to 
sj@pcaofchicago.com.  

You may also submit the information by fax to 630-960-5487 
or call the PCA office at 312-563-9526. The PCA will 
promptly and politely notify the “offender” and IDPH 
officials (and we will not reveal who reported it).  

Whether it’s an oversight, an error or a “handyman” 
deceptively posing as a legitimate contractor authorized to 
perform work in our trade, plumbing for paying customers 
that is performed in the absence of a valid and current license 
and contractor registration is unlawful and it puts  consumers 
at risk.  

Help the PCA help you protect public health and prevent 
unqualified and illicit “posers” from illegally performing 
plumbing work. 

Toolbox talks

PCA Toolbox Safety Talks 
The PCA website contains our “Tool Box Talks” developed 
and provided by Vista Safety Consulting exclusively for PCA
-affiliated contractors who register to use our association’s
website: www.pcaofchicago.com. The library of “Tool Box
Talks” can also be accessed via the following link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?
usp=sharing. 

Plumbing Contractor “Posers” 

MCA - Construction Education Institute (CEI): 

The PCA has a longstanding relationship with  the 
Mechanical Contractors Association of Chicago to make CEI 
courses and seminars available to our contractors at no cost to 
you. Registration fees for CEI classes taken by PCA 
contractors and staff are paid on your behalf by the PCA’s 
Industry Fund. Please select the PCA contractor option during 
registration. Courses are posted on the CEI website: 
www.mca.org/education. 

http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1203956/14978160
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TMHurkfLSOuQ1YnMsrmjf4JBA-EXZlVF?usp=sharing
http://www.mca.org/education
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Pca recap PCA services 

Help for PCA Contractors -  
ERS: Well-Being. Done Well. 
 
PCA-affiliated contractors can gain free access to in-person or 
virtual counseling services and online resources of Employee 
Resource Systems - ERS/All One, the Employee/Member   
Assistance Program for PCA contractors and Local 130    
members. The PCA sponsors this service for contractors     
covered by the PCA’s union contract. Contractors’ employees 
and family members who do not belong to the union are     
welcome to utilize ERS’ many valuable services and programs. 
Your employees and Local 130 members enjoy numerous ERS 
benefit offerings including online seminars, articles, and     
videos on family life, health, finances, career, living, and    
college life. The program also provides resources for those 
seeking Child care, Older Adult Services, Resources for     
Veterans, and more. ERS/All One is the service provider     
responsible for administering crucial evaluation, counseling, 
and follow-up to our Drug-Free Alliance Program.  
 
 
Visit ERS’ website at www.ers-eap.com or call toll-free: 
800.292.2780.  
 

PCA CE Class: Construction Safety Council & 
Sloan Valve Company! 
4-Hour CSC-PCA CE Class at Sloan’s Franklin 
Park Facility on 
4/23/24  
 
Earning credit toward the 
annual renewal of their 
Illinois or Chicago 
plumbing license were 
PCA member contractors 
and their employees. The 
CE class at Sloan Valve was led by instructor Tom King 
(himself a retired  union electrician and safety director) 
and was offered by the Construction Safety Council (CSC) 
through an OSHA grant and focused on the subject of 
“Trenching &  Excavation.”  
 

The PCA gratefully acknowledges our hosts at Sloan 
Valve, especially Co-President Jim Allen and Director - 
Technical Training Andrew Warnes; CSC President Bob 
Lahey and instructor Tom King; and Brian Mazzocchi 
(Repco Associates – a PCA  associate member company).  

Pca march 2024 membership meeting 

PCA Membership March 13 Meeting: Abundant Information and Attendance Chicago Code Changes; 
Crime Advice for  Contractors; and Industry News & Updates 
 
Code Changes: The PCA’s March 13, 2024, membership dinner meeting 
at Maggiano’s in Oak Brook featured a full room comprised of affiliated 
contractors, associate members and invited guests. A pre-meeting 1-hour 
segment led by Plumbers’ Local 130 Director of Codes & Standards Jim 
Majerowicz on recently enacted code  changes in Chicago kicked off the 
event, with contractors receiving an a wide range of practical             
information interspersed with questions, comments and clarifications. 

Union Negotiations: The meeting also included a briefing by negotiation team  
members David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing, Heating, Sewer & Electric) and Kelly 
Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing Co.) on collective bargaining with Plumbers’ Local 
130 since bargaining was in progress at the time. 

Crime Safety: The main program was        
presented by Matt Buckley, Director of    
Public Safety for the Village of Riverside, 
Illinois, who serves in the dual role of Police 
Chief and Fire Dept. Chief for the              
municipality. Buckley provided practical  

information and advice to contractors on   mitigating, 
preventing and dealing with the aftermath of crime 

related to property, vehicles, equipment and persons. Among the many important tips 
he offered, Chief Buckley emphasized that no individual should ever risk their life for 
property (and to comply when faced with a threat), but to be the best witness possible. 
He also provided context on accountability for criminal activity, which is not consistently 
applied throughout the counties in our area and he urged our members to help instigate 
change by using the power of their vote at the ballot box. Chief Buckley invited contractors to contact him without          
hesitation with questions or further advice at mbuckley@riverside.il.us The PCA intends to continue addressing the issue of 
crime affecting contractors by developing resources, disseminating useful information, seeking legislative action, and      
collaborating with other industry organizations to maximize our efforts. Please contact S.J. Peters at the PCA office with 
suggestions, questions and constructive ideas on this topic at 312-563-9526 or sj@pcaofchicago.com. (note: page 7 includes 
the link to a crime - focused podcast hosted by John Mesenbrink and Tim Ward for “Mechanical Hub”). 

The PCA drew an abundant crowd to the March meeting. 

Local 130 Director of Codes & 
Standards, Jim Majerowicz. 

Riverside Director of Public Safety, 
Matt Buckley. 

Georgi Bragiel and Claudia Byczek  
 

Becca Mendel, Tom Mascari 
and Steve Walsh 

Chief Matt Buckley (center) with 
Mike and Moe Giglio.  

Luis Diaz, Connie & John Doyle, 
Kelly & Luke Castrogiovanni  

Chief Buckley, John Baethke and 
John Mesenbrink. 

Sara and Manny Serrato (GMS)  Paul Aleck, Rob Johnson and 
 David Ariano 

Pat Sullivan, Anthony 
Brown, Pete Aleck and  

Bob Normoyle 

Credit Checks:  Merritt History 
Public Records Search 

 

The PCA’s Associate member, Merritt 
Credit offers our signatory contractors two free Merritt Credit 
searches and a discounted rate of only $10 for each additional 
request. Merritt Credit searches can identify customer/client 
problems in advance such as: 
 
 Civil and Law Division suits and judgments 
 Chancery Mechanics Lien foreclosure suits 
 Memorandums of Judgment 
 Federal and State Tax Liens filed locally 
 Federal Tax Liens filed with the SOS IL UCC  
       Division 
 Mechanics Liens and Releases 
 Lis Pendens bank-to-developer mortgage  
       foreclosures 
 Lis Pendens mechanics lien foreclosures 
 Bankruptcies relating to business in all Divisions 
 
 
To obtain a Merritt Credit order form, call the PCA office at 
312-563-9526 or email Adriana at  
adriana@pcaofchicago.com  

http://www.ers-eap.com/
mailto:mbuckley@riverside.il.us
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com


It is also pertinent to mention that the recent spike in crime affecting contractors in Northern Illinois at both their shops and 

in the field has led to the PCA’s efforts to offer guidance for preventative measures and to lessen the likelihood of harm 

coming to our employees. Our “Crime Safety Summit” at Riverside Township led by Police & Fire Chief Matt Buckley last 

fall was followed by a program on the same subject at this year’s March membership meeting. Furthermore, a recent

podcast, hosted by John Mesenbrink, featuring John Baethke (Baethke Plumbing), Buckley and I, provided expanded

advice on dealing with this serious and growing phenomenon. Our aims are to reduce our losses and avert catastrophic   

outcomes. See page 7 for the link and QR code to listen to the audio program.

Lastly, our Association recognizes the strong connection between a safe work environment with maintaining positive   

mental health, addressing substance abuse, and offering employee assistance programs. It has been shown repeatedly that

distracted or troubled staff members pose a greater threat to themselves, their co-workers, and your company if problems

are ignored and allowed to fester. The PCA therefore engages Employee Resource Systems (ERS) at the Association’s  

expense and on our members’ behalf to offer many life balance services. Our drug program, administered by Screen Safe, 

utilizes ERS for the ‘next steps’ when non-compliance requires follow up – and that is but a fraction of the beneficial  

resources available to you and your employees though ERS. 

Too Important to Ignore 

In closing, I wish to point out that the Illinois Workers’ Memorial sculpture was erected in Springfield, IL in 1992. It was

paid for by donations from union members, and its inscription reads, “is dedicated to the memory of the thousands of     

Illinois workers killed and injured on the job.” In my opinion, one on-the-job injury or fatality is one too many. I encourage

you to ensure you are taking advantage of all the resources available, update your policies, procedures and reinforce safety 

awareness every opportunity you get to keep our people safe.

Contact information and details about the PCA’s “Health & Safety Manual” and the services and products available 
through “One Way Safety” appear below. The link for the “Crime Safety” podcast is on page 7; our drug testing program 
through Screen Safe and background check resources are featured on page 9; and an “Employee Resource Systems (ERS)
overview is on page 11. 

MCAA Convention 2025 
March 2 - 6 
JW Marriott, Austin TX 

The Mechanical Contractors Association of America’s Annual Convention is the highlight of the association’s year. With a 
reputation as the industry’s premier educational event, the MCAA Convention offers something for all members. Attendees 
will experience a first-class trade show featuring the members of MCAA’s Manufacturer/Supplier Council, social functions 
that never cease to amaze and delight, exceptional education seminars, and the chance to network and connect with industry 
peers. For complete information, visit www.mcaaconvention.org. 

PHCC CONNECT 2024  
October 7 -10 
Birmingham AL  

PHCC CONNECT is a premier national conference of the National Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors Association 
planned for plumbing and HVAC professionals. This year’s destination is Birmingham, Alabama at the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Complex. Experience top-tier education sessions, the latest technological advances at the Product & 
Technology Showcase and face-to-face interactions with fellow business owners throughout the event. Enjoy the southern 
hospitality of Birmingham, AL known as “The Dinner Table of the South” with a kick-off at the Barber Vintage Motorsports 
Museum. For complete information and to register, visit https://www.phccweb.org/events/phccconnect2024. 

Note: The PCA of Greater Chicago is the sole local plumbing contractors’ industry chapter of both the PHCC and the 
MCAA, and is also affiliated/active/supportive of CISCO (Construction Industry Service Corp., a labor-management        
cooperative covering 6 counties  throughout Chicagoland – www.cisco.org) and IMSCA (Illinois Mechanical & Specialty 
Contractors Association – comprised of 30+ contractors/employers local associations that jointly lobby for and monitor  
legislation affecting the union/signatory construction industry in our state – www.imsca.org). 

PCA contractors and staff are also representatives on the Illinois PHCC Chapter Board and the Union Affiliated Contractors 
(UAC) of the National PHCC. See page 13 and 14 of this issue for more IL PHCC coverage. 
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Industry news & events PCA President’s message (continued)

Pca health & safety manual 

Safety Products offered by our PCA Perks Partner, 

One Way Safety 

The PCA is excited to offer this advantage program for  safety products and resources for our contractor members. One Way 

Safety will offer expert safety advice and learning opportunities; onsite COVID-19 testing with significant cost savings and

convenience (and testing kit options at discounted prices); consultations by phone or in person to address specific industry 

related workplace safety concerns; a fully stocked and responsive facility (including showroom); a special PCA-only One

Way Safety website portal https://www.pcasafetystores.com/ and more. Another example that proves “the better way is

PCA” – now with One Way Safety!  

To learn more about our exclusive PCA Member “Premium Contractor Advantages” including discounts on company safety 
products, call the PCA office at 312-563-9526 or email at adriana@pcaofchicago.com. For more information on these
safety products and your PCA discount, call One Way Safety at 708.579.0229 or visit www.pcasafetystores.com/. 

A member resource available only to PCA-affiliated contractors is our exclusive and copyright protected 
“Health & Safety Manual,” which can be downloaded and quickly customized for your company from the 
Association’s website: www.pcaofchicago.com. 

Just recently updated by PCA safety advisor Roger Paveza of Vista Safety Consulting, the revised version is now available 
for our contractor members’ use. Visit the Vista website at www.vistasafetyconsulting.com, and you can also reach Roger at
roger@vistasafetyconsulting.com or at 847-951-7544. 

One way safety 

PCA Website: Re-Register for 
Access for Members Only.  

Our re-launched PCA website (www.pcaofchicago.com) means that a number of contractor & associate members 
who were previously registered need to re-register. We’ve previously emailed those who had been registered notifying them 
of the need to re-register (and yes – it is a legitimate request!). The other option is that next time you log on, you will be 
asked to re-register to gain access as a one-time occurrence.  

Questions may be directed to PCA Member Services Coordinator Adriana Wells at adriana@pcaofchicago.com or
312-563-9526, ext. 1.

Plumbing Industry Golf Association (PIGA) Outing 
August 1 at Harborside 

Harborside International Golf Center in Chicago is again the site this year’s annual PIGA 
Golf Outing on Thursday, August 1, 2024. Enjoy golf, lunch, dinner, a raffle, and a chance to 
catch up with industry friends and peers – plus help a worthwhile charity. Space is limited,  
so don’t delay. Register online: https://pigaofchicagoland.com/.  

(Note: the PCA participates in the planning committee for PIGA and encourages your involvement. 
This year’s outing chairman Jim Koob of F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co.) 

Jim Koob 
FJ Kerrigan Plumbing Co. 
PIGA Outing Chair - 2024 

https://www.birminghamal.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/
https://www.barbermuseum.org/
https://www.phccweb.org/events/phccconnect2024
http://www.cisco.org
http://www.imsca.org
https://www.pcasafetystores.com/
https://www.pcasafetystores.com/
http://www.pcaofchicago.com
http://www.vistasafetyconsulting.com
mailto:roger@vistasafetyconsulting.com
https://pigaofchicagoland.com/
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Words to Live By: Work Safely 

by Kelly Castrogiovanni 

No trade or occupation is without risk of harm. Many in our society think that workplace

dangers most profoundly impact high-profile careers such as policing or firefighting. Yet, like

all forms of construction and skilled service work, those of us earning a living in the

plumbing/piping industry are uniquely aware of the share of injuries or even fatalities our own

employees may potentially experience due to the nature of the work we do.  

As owners and managers, our duty is to consistently educate, update and remind our labor
force about safe work practices. We stress the crucial need for our employees to pay careful
attention. No one wants to see a co-worker suffer any injury, especially those that could have 
been prevented. Cognitive function and focus must be sharp. This is a main reason we        
instituted and have diligently maintained our drug testing program with Local 130. Their work   
exposes our technicians to a wide range of industry-specific hazards: confined spaces;    
trenching; heights; torches; chemicals; machinery; power tools; ladders; heavy equipment and 
products; natural gas; water; waste; electricity; high temperatures; weather extremes;          
vehicular issues; and the list goes on. More recently, the impact of crime has also taken a more 

prominent place on this list. Working safely is not just an option; it is a necessity.

A Tragic and Sad Reminder

While the topic of safe work habits and practices should always take priority, recent events bring special attention to our

safety practices. A tragedy due to a scaffolding incident in Chicago resulted in a Local 130 Tech Engineer’s death and

severe injuries to his co-worker. As we offer our condolences and best wishes to the families, this is a time to further raise

awareness and concern about protecting the well-being of our employees. Those left behind are left to grieve and “what if” 

questions are asked in the aftermath of this type of occurrence. Events like this prove there can never be too much safety. As 

an industry, we must look out for each other. There are no substitutions for proper instruction, enforced safety policies,   

appropriate equipment, and qualified supervision. It is ingrained in our Joint Apprenticeship Training (JAC) program, which 

leads with OSHA training at the start and then persistently emphasizes safe work habits throughout the five years it takes to

reach journeyman status. Without exception, whether it is the JAC, Local 130, the PCA or our own companies: we must ask 

if we are doing all we can to keep our employees safe – and the answer must consistently be “yes.”  

Help Us Help You 

The PCA has maintained a record of promoting workplace safety and offering practical and well-planned resources to our 

contractor members. Our Association’s exclusive Health & Safety Manual (updated in 2024 and authored by the PCA’s

official and long-serving safety advisor Roger Paveza of Vista Safety Consultants) is available for downloading and to

personalize for your company at no cost. It is as simple as logging on to the website at www.pcaofchicago.com, and        

registration is quick and easy for our affiliated contractors. The manual is accompanied on the PCA website by the library of 

current and historic “Toolbox Talks” and hazards guides – provided and approved by Paveza as well. Our weekly e-news

bulletin (PCA Workflow) frequently features his safety articles and tips. CE classes and presentations by Paveza at our

membership meetings are relevant and timely. We also have utilized and publicized learning programs through the         

Construction Safety Council (CSC; Hillside, IL). Within just the past two years, we have presented OSHA-grant sponsored 

classes through the CSC for license renewal credit on trenching & excavation and on infectious diseases in construction. 

The PCA has also established an ongoing connection on behalf of our members with One Way Safety (LaGrange, IL) as a 

component of our “Premium Contractor Advantages” assortment of extra benefits and savings. Special pricing, expert

advice, and superior service with respect to safety products and services plus a special website portal set up just for PCA

members means that One Way Safety is a vendor partner geared for your company’s worker protection protocols beyond the

norm. 

Illinois PHCC Installation & Annual Meeting Recap 

The PCA warmly salutes the incoming officers and board on
beginning their one-year leadership term on behalf of the Illinois 
PHCC. The installation event on June 6, 2024 in East Peoria     
ushered in new Chapter President Terry McCarthy (TPC);     
Director/Vice President, Kevin Kuhn (RJ Kuhn Plumbing,   
Heating & Cooling); Director/Treasurer for another term, John 
Baethke (Baethke Plumbing); new Secretary Tom Mahoney 
(Little Tommy’s Plumbing Shop); and new Board Director      
Anthony Brown (Werner-Nugent). President Emeritus Mike Ehret (Ehret Inc.) will continue his loyal service on the Board. 
We also recognize with sincere appreciation the hard work, experience, skill and dedication of Illinois PHCC Executive 
Director Bev Potts and Associate Director Shelly Lott. 

PCA President and TPC owner/CEO Kelly Castrogiovanni administered the oath to McCarthy, at his request, while PHCC 
Zone Director Adam Meny (SR Meny Inc. - Haubstadt, IN representing: Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan) conducted the 
swearing in of all other Board members during the annual meeting. “Tonight, I have the honor and privilege of introducing 
and installing your incoming president,” Castrogiovanni said with McCarthy by her side at the podium during the         
ceremony. “The Illinois PHCC is fortunate to have an individual such at Terry McCarthy who is dedicated to the  
advancement of our industry and to the association.” 

The celebratory dinner that followed the annual meeting also featured the annual auction benefiting the State Chapter’s 
Auxiliary, as well as an enjoyable evening among industry peers and friends. The respective Chapter and Auxiliary Boards 
met the next morning, setting plans and goals for the term ahead. As a proud and active local chapter, the PCA of Greater 
Chicago pledges its ongoing support and extends its best wishes to the     
Illinois PHCC. 

PHCC President Terry McCarthy (TPC) 

PCA President’s message 

Continued on page 5 

Pictured above: Terry McCarthy and Kelly Castrogiovanni, TPC.

http://www.pcaofchicago.com
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Il phcc expo & education  day recap 

IL PHCC Expo & Education Day Recap 
 
Over 1,400 attendees experienced the PHCC Illinois State Chapter’s annual “Expo & Education Day” 
at Drury Lane/Oakbrook Terrace on March 22, 2024. In addition to the hundreds who completed the  
4-hour state-approved CE class, visitors also toured the second-to-none trade show, networked with professionals from all 
areas of the plumbing and HVAC industries, enjoyed the reception and dinner, and made the most of a full day of learning 
and interaction. Congratulations and thank you (again) to IL PHCC Executive Director Bev Potts, Associate Director 
Shelly Lott, the state chapter Board, and all the volunteers for their hard work and dedication.  

PCA Tour Recap: Downers Grove Sanitary District 
 
Two dozen attendees comprised of PCA contractors and associate members took part in our            
Association’s annual industry tour, held this year on June 13 at the Downers Grove Sanitary District. 
This 55-acre facility which processes wastewater from numerous surrounding municipalities was the 
site of the PCA’s nearly two-hour guided walking excursion, led by Marc Majewski – a 20+ year   
employee (Operations Supervisor) along with Operator Nick Whitefleet. The detailed informational 
tour concluded with a casual lunch combined with a closing Q&A session that also included a       
business-oriented presentation geared toward the plumbing and piping contracting industry by our 
lunch sponsors – Nick Nasti and Kenny Keil of Federated Insurance.  
 
The PCA gratefully acknowledges the officials and staff from the 
DGSD for providing the tour. A slide show from this event was    
featured in the PCA’s weekly “Workflow” e-news bulletin. 

 
For further information about the DGSD, visit https://www.dgsd.org/. Federated             
Insurance can be contacted by reaching Account Executive Hunter  Kennedy at            
hkennedy@fedins.com; at the Client Center at  888-333-4949; or 334-434-0644 (Mobile).  
 
The PCA presents a tour of interest to our industry professionals each year, and another is 
already being planned for 2025. If you have tour location suggestions, please contact   
Member Services Coordinator Adriana Wells at adrina@pcaofchicago.com  

Pictured on right: Our tour guides: Nick 
Whitefleet (left) and Marc Majewski. 

Below: Kenny Keil (left) and Nick Nasti 
(right) from Federated Insurance. 

https://www.dgsd.org/
mailto:hkennedy@fedins.com
mailto:adriana@pcaofchicago.com
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IMSCA Lobby day recap 

2024-2025 Pca - Local 130 wage sheet 

IMSCA Lobby Day  

 
Nearly 30 attendees participated in the 2024 annual IMSCA Lobby Day on April 30 at the Illinois capital to 
meet with lawmakers on legislative issues impacting signatory construction contractors throughout the state. Representing the 
PCA were Association President Kelly Castrogiovanni (Terry Plumbing); First VP Rick Kuhn (RJ Kuhn); Treasurer Paul  
Aleck (Aleck Plumbing); PCA Member and IMSCA Officer (Secretary) Tammy Rich-Stimson (GA Rich & Sons); PCA   
Executive Director (and current IMSCA President) S.J. Peters, as well as CISCO Executive Director Dan Allen and        
Communications/Public Affairs Director Jennifer Rice (pictured below, right). 

 
 

 
 
 
The agenda at the Springfield event included the membership business meeting; guest speaker Tim Patrick – Construction 
Administrator of the Illinois Capital Development Board (CDB); an overview of key legislation by IMSCA Executive       
Director Ryan Roth; and instructions and specific information about the three main issues that the members would focus on 
during their visits with state lawmakers presented by Legislative Consultants Daniel and Neil Flynn. A discussion on recent 
efforts to enact a natural gas ban in Chicago and throughout the state also took place. IMSCA members then embarked on 
their meetings with state senators and representatives. The event concluded with a joint reception co-hosted by ICIC and   
IMSCA. For additional information on IMSCA (the PCA is one of 30 active and supportive member organizations of the  
Illinois Mechanical & Specialty Contractors Association), visit www.imsca.org.  
 
 
 
 

PCA MAY 2024 MEMBERSHIP MEETING (continued) 

CPA Bill Gladstone with 
Troy DeFranco 

Pat Sullivan; David Ariano; John Baethke; 
Tom Mahoney; and Terry McCarthy 

Mike Kerrigan (left); Christina    
Wernick (center); and Mike Dore 

(right) 

Tom Mascari and Becca 
Mendel with Kelly  

Castrogiovanni 

Wes Covert; Brad Grove; S.J. 
Peters and Francesca Giderof 

Bob Abbott; 
Brian Kennedy; 

Terry McCarthy; 
Delores Abbott 

Brian Hehapl and 
Phil Trainor 

Troy DeFranco and 
Lori Abbott 

S.J. Peters; Brian Kennedy; Brad Bruce; Pat 
Sullivan; David Ariano; and Mike Kerrigan 

IMSCA Executive Director 
Ryan Roth 

S.J. Peters; Paul Aleck; Tammy Rich-Stimson; Dan Allen; 
Jennifer Rice; Rick Kuhn ; and Kelly Castrogiovanni.  

Dan Flynn (Neil Flynn & 
Associates) 

http://www.imsca.org


 

 

 

PCA May Membership Meeting Recap  

PCA of Greater Chicago  The Plumbing Council 
Since 1882, Providing Responsive Advocacy and Support 

 
603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers Grove IL 60515-3774 

Office: 312-563-9526  Fax: 630-960-5487  www.pcaofchicago.com 
 

Executive Director: S.J. Peters – sj@pcaofchicago.com; Mobile: 630-280-9307 
Member Services Coordinator: Adriana Wells - adriana@pcaofchicago.com; 312-563-9526, Ext. 1 

Pca 2024 - 2025 planner 

    

October 7-10         National PHCC Convention                Full Days 

(Mon-Thurs)         Birmingham, AL 

 

October 16         PCA Board Meeting                        3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

(Wednesday)         PCA Membership Meeting                            6:00 p.m. -  9:00 p.m. 

           Location: Pinstripes, Oak Brook, IL  

 

October 24         Illinois Backflow Symposium 

           Test Gauge Inc. & ERTC                      7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.              

(Thursday)         Bloomington, IL 

 

October          PCA 4- hr State Approved CE Class              TBD  

(TBD)    

 

November 10-13        International Foundation of                                 Full Days             

(Sun-Wed)         Employee Benefit Plans 

                                       San Diego, CA 

 

Fall and Winter 2024     IL PHCC CE Classes        See page 8 for dates/times                                 

  Spring 2025                   www.ilphcc.com  

 

March 21, 2025        IL PHCC Expo & Education Day       Full Day     

   (Friday)         Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace, IL                          

 
 
 
 

PCA MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Our well-attended May 8, 2024 membership meeting at Harry Caray’s 
in Lombard, IL offered a productive and enjoyable evening of             
networking, information, and education.  
 
After an opening reception and welcoming 
remarks by PCA President Kelly  
Castrogiovanni (TPC), our spokesperson/
lead negotiator for 2024 bargaining with 
Local 130, Michael Kerrigan (FJ Kerrigan 
Plumbing Co.), provided a brief report/
update on reaching the settlement for the 
next union contract. This was followed by              
announcements on PCA and upcoming   
industry events, and then the reading aloud 

of a communique from the Illinois Dept. of Public Health’s Plumbing & Water Quality Manager 
Brian W. Cox from the Division of Environmental Health regarding possible delays in the issuance 
of Illinois plumbing and apprentice licenses. Next, a letter sent to all Local 130 signatory           
contractors and our Association’s office on 5/8/24 regarding Local 130’s union  officer election and 
related laws was read aloud as well.  

 
After dinner, attorney Christina Wernick, 
partner with the Laner-Muchin law firm, served as our meeting’s     
keynote speaker with a comprehensive presentation on employer      
responsibilities and the wide range of laws affecting them (at the      
federal, state, county, and municipal levels) that extend beyond        
adherence to a union contract. The Power Point file that Wernick used 
to highlight key points throughout her program can be provided to PCA 
members by request by phoning the Association office at                   
312-563-9526, ext. 2 or by sending an email to sj@pcaofchicago.com  

The well-attended May PCA membership meeting at Harry Caray’s 
included a full program and plenty of networking. 

Attorney Christina Wernick (Laner Muchin) served as 
our keynote speaker. Continued on page 2 

PLUMBERS LOCAL 130 & PCA CBA SETTLEMENT RATIFIED 

Our new four-year Collective Bargaining Agreement between Plumbers’ Local 130 UA and the 
PCA of Greater Chicago became effective June 1, 2024. A total of five negotiations meetings 
spanning from late January to early May resulted in what the PCA deemed to be fair and            
reasonable settlement. The union membership vote that included approval of allocations took place 
at Local 130’s meeting on May 14. This coincided with the PCA Board’s unanimous acceptance 
(and vote) of the terms of the agreement at its May 13 meeting. The economic  changes average 
3.5% annually over the new CBA’s four-year duration (2024 to 2028). The first increase of $3.05 
(3.29%) per hour was implemented June 1. The settlement calls for a  total  increase over all four 
years of $13.70 (14.75%). The wage sheet is available on the PCA’s website: www.pcaofchicago.com and is included in this 
issue of “ At Work” on page 11. 

Our Association’s bargaining team was comprised of lead spokesman Michael Kerrigan (FJ Kerrigan Plumbing Co.); PCA 
President Kelly Castrogiovanni (TPC); Paul Aleck (Aleck Plumbing); David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing-Heating-Sewer-
Electric); John Baethke (Baethke Plumbing); Matt Erickson (CJ Erickson Plumbing Co.); Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing); 
and PCA Executive Director S.J. Peters. The PCA voluntarily negotiated jointly with the WSA as we did in 2017 and 2020. 

 

Pca & Plumbing Council officers & directors 

Kelly Castrogiovanni 
President- 

Terry Plumbing Co. 

Brian Kennedy 
PC Chairman- 

Gehrett Plumbing 

Patrick Sullivan 
Director- 

Taylor Plumbing 

Tom Mascari 
Director- 

Mendel Plumbing,     
Heating & Electric 

Michael Kerrigan 
Director- 

F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing 

John Baethke 
Second Vice President- 

Baethke Plumbing 

Paul Aleck 
Treasurer & PC Vice Chair- 

Aleck Plumbing 

Rick Kuhn 
First Vice President- 
R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling 

David Ariano 
Director- 

Ravinia Plumbing, Sewer 
Heating & Electric 

Troy DeFranco 
Director- 

DeFranco Plumbing 

Moe Giglio 
Director- 

Calumet City Plumbing 

PCA Bargaining Team     
Chairman Mike Kerrigan (FJ 

Kerrigan) provided the        
settlement report at the May 8 
meeting. Pictured  foreground 

is PCA Board member Pat      
Sullivan (Taylor Plumbing). 

Summer Newsletter 2024.pdf   1 6/28/2024   10:00:13 AM

http://www.pcaofchicago.com
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com
mailto:sj@pcaofchicago.com

	Summer Newsletter 2024 2.pdf
	Summer Newsletter 2024.pdf



